DAUGHTERS   OF   QUEEN   VICTORIA

in the autumn, though Vieky had made a moving
appeal to him. That seemed to the Queen a most
tyrannical act, and she intended to write him a very
firm letter on the subject. She suspected, too, that
her project of marrying her daughter to the brother
of the dispossessed Duke Frederick would be inter-
preted as an open manifestation of her anti-Prussian
feelings, but that was quite irrelevant. The marriage
concerned nobody but the Family, and indeed it
concerned nobody but her daughter and herself. If
Princess Helena accepted the proposed bridegroom
and if she herself approved of him as a son-in-law,
there was nothing more to be said. Her will, always
iron, was quite unaffected by her wretched hypochon-
dria, and she meant to settle all matters of the sort
as seemed to her wise and good*

The Queen went out to Goburg in August to stay
with her brother-in-law for the purpose of unveiling
a statue of the Prince Consort, and of seeing the
suggested son-in-law. She broke her journey for a
couple of nights at Darmstadt, where she occupied
the Grand Duke's castle at Kranichstcin. The whole
family was in Switzerland, and it distressed Princess
Louis that they should be away ; she thought it
looked so odd, but all she could do before she went
was to arrange her mother's rooms and order a
menu of meals which she thought she would like.
For this unveiling of the statue the Queen had
assembled twenty-four of her German relatives, in-
cluding the Crown Prince and Princess of Prussia,
and she brought Princess Helena with her. She
also invited Prince Christian to come to Coburg,
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